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Georgia Southern to test Eagle Alert system
on Wednesday, Sept 14
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

Georgia Southern University is scheduled to test all components of the Eagle Alert system on
Wednesday, Sept. 14. The Eagle Alert system is designed to play a key role in keeping Georgia
Southern’s students, faculty, staff and campus visitors safe during emergency situations.
At approximately 1:10 p.m., emergency procedures will be activated on the Georgia Southern
campus. During this test, a message will go out via Eagle Alert. This will include email, phone and
text message notifications. An emergency announcement will appear on the University homepage,
the alert page, on campus digital signage and on social media. Georgia Southern will also test the
emergency hotline phone number – 912.681.5588.

A Day for Southern benefits students,
connects University to community
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

One day may not seem like much time to make a
difference, but for Georgia Southern, it can.
Just ask Aleyna Rentz and Dylan John — two Georgia
Southern students who have directly benefited from funds
raised during the annual A Day for Southern (ADFS) giving
campaign. Now in its 43rd year, the one-day campaign, set
for Tuesday, Sept. 13, helps raise funds for the University
to help cover costs not funded by state dollars such as
scholarships, faculty development, championship athletics
and cultural programs.
Rentz, a Bainbridge, Georgia, native, has found in Georgia
Southern a place where not only she, but also two of her
siblings, can express their creativity, gain valuable
experiences in their fields of study and have the freedom to
pursue their dreams.

Alenya Rentz

Dreaming of studying abroad was something that excited

Rentz, but as one of seven children, “the idea of spending the summer in another country at my
parents’ expense while my siblings stayed home struck me as kind of selfish,” she said.
“But I decided to apply for the Honors Program Study Abroad Scholarship, and if I worked hard on
the application essay, I figured maybe it would work out. As it turns out, I was right,” she
continued. “That May, I packed my suitcase for two weeks in Ireland for the inaugural Honors
Inquiry in Ireland Study Abroad Program.”
While there she was able to conduct primary research and utilize resources in various archives that
are rarely accessible by undergraduates, including Ireland’s National Archives in Dublin.
“I got to read letters that hadn’t been touched since the 1850s,” Rentz said. “These letters were
bound together with fraying pieces of string that nearly fell apart when you untied them, and it was
incredible to be one of the first people in centuries to remove them and hold these pieces of history
in my hand.
“I didn’t think I’d get to study abroad at all, but thanks to a scholarship on behalf of the University
Honors Program, I was able to conduct and present research to an international audience — all as a
freshman.”
John is another student with international ties who has benefited
from the campaign. A native of Sri Lanka, John came to America
to study, and he completed his undergraduate degree in May
2016 at Georgia Southern, where he is continuing his studies in
applied engineering while also serving as the University’s Student
Government Association president.
“As an international student from Sri Lanka, studying in the United
States of America has not been easy,” he said. “Besides not being
able to understand some of the lingo, the language, and what you
call ‘biscuits’ and I call ‘cookies,’ there are also other challenges —
financial constraints, challenges of foreign exchange rates,
growing living expenses and other financial obligations. However,
I was blessed — blessed by those who supported and willingly

Dylan John

give, and blessed by those who encouraged others to give.”

John went on to say he initially flunked out of high school in Sri Lanka, but through scholarships
made possible by ADFS, he was able to bounce back and pursue his academic passions.
“My story is the experience of just one individual, but the impact [donors] have [reaches] so many
of our students and programs,” he said. “Every dollar counts toward helping us students succeed in

every aspect of our college life. The burden of costs lifted through scholarships not only allows us to
continue our education with rigor, but also enables us to be more and do more as members of the
Georgia Southern community.”
Not only does the campaign benefit the members of the Georgia Southern campus community, it
also connects Georgia Southern with Statesboro, Bulloch County and the surrounding areas.
“It is such an honor to serve as the chair of A Day for Southern
this year. Georgia Southern University has been an integral part
of this community since its inception,” said Ashley Hines Ellis,
Georgia Southern alumna and Executive Vice President of BBWH
Insurers in Statesboro. “Not only does Georgia Southern have a
direct impact on the economics of our community, but it certainly
adds to the quality of life we’ve all grown to cherish here in
Statesboro.
“Statesboro is thriving and Georgia Southern has played a big
role in making Statesboro what it is today. The partnership
between Statesboro and the University is vital to both entities,”
Ellis continued. “We understand that through collaboration and shared goals there’s not much we
can’t accomplish. I’m proud to be a Georgia Southern University alumna and grateful for the
education I received that prepared me for my career.”
Ellis, a leader in the community, is also a graduate of the 2000 Leadership Bulloch class and served
as its 2012 chairman. She also is a graduate of the Southeast Leadership Georgia Program and a
graduate of the Georgia Economic Development Academy.
Ellis has served in leadership roles for the Young Agents of Georgia, a committee of the
Independent Insurance Agents of Georgia, the Mid-Day Optimist Club, the Statesboro Service
League, the Statesboro Convention and Visitor’s Board, and Bethel Baptist Missionary Baptist Church
for four years. In 2000, she was named The Business and Professional Women’s Club Young
Careerist Winner for Georgia and received national recognition in 2001. She has received awards
including the Dean Day Service to Mankind Award and “20 under 40” Outstanding Businessperson
Award. She was recognized as the 2016 Most “Fabulist” Woman of the Year by Statesboro
Magazine. She currently serves with the Georgia Southern Business Innovation Group.
Funds raised not only help Georgia Southern enhance programs that attract and support research
and scholarships, they also provide learning and cultural experiences through the University’s
various outreach centers. Supporters of A Day for Southern are encouraged to give to the areas at
the University for which they are most passionate, whether it is a scholarship fund, a college within

the University, athletics or one of a variety of student programs and services. Gifts, no matter the
size, can be made through GeorgiaSouthern.edu/ADFS.

